
7.30 Mincha, 7.55 Launch of a Rabbi Jacobs 
library section, 8.00 Seuda Shelishit, 10.10 

Ma’ariv followed by Havdalah 
Also events on Sunday 10th July

Memorial Lecture on Monday 11th July at JW3

Friends of LouisJacobs.org is a registered UK charity  
- Number 1139099

Trustees: Ivor Jacobs, Stephen Rosefield, David Cohen.
It is funded by donations. 

About Friends of  LouisJacobs.org
Our mission is to make available on a single website the entire 
intellectual legacy (including books, articles, essays, reviews, 
sermons, and video footage) of Rabbi Dr. Louis Jacobs. 
Additionally, we aim to promote scholarship, learning, debate, 
dialogue, and activities on matters relating to theology.

Website: www.LouisJacobs.org 
Site editor: Ezra Margulies

Our aim is to publish all the relevant material on the website 
by the end of 2017. This will be a comprehensive and 
searchable database containing the writings of and about 
Louis Jacobs. It will be an invaluable resource to those 
searching for insights into Judaism, theology, and academic 
inquiry.

Ezra is a graduate from Oxford University with a BA in Jewish 
Studies. He specialised in Modern Judaism and theology 
and participated in the  Oxford Centre for Hebrew and 
Jewish Studies seminar on Orthodoxy, theological debate 
and contemporary Judaism, based on the thought of Rabbi 
Jacobs. Also currently working as editor for the Littman 
Library and as a volunteer on the programming team for the 
Limmud 2016.

The Louis Jacobs Foundation  
Director: Elie Jesner

Established in 2015, the Louis Jacobs Foundation is an 
educational initiative aiming to advance the serious study and 
discussion of Judaism and related topics by way of public 
events and meetings, videos, and publications.  This includes 
the ‘Honest Theology’ lecture series and will in the future offer 
courses and other opportunities for in-depth study. 

Elie Jesner is a certified psychotherapist as well as being 
a popular educator and writer. He is Director of the Louis 
Jacobs Foundation and also heads the JCoSS Bet Midrash, a 
high level program combining philosophy and classical texts. 
His writing appears regularly in Haaretz and other places, and 
in his spare time he helps organise the Finchley Partnership 
Minyan. Elie is a graduate of Yeshivat Har Etzion, Cambridge 
and Warwick Universities, and the Philadelphia Association for 
Psychotherapy.

10th Louis Jacobs Annual 
Memorial Lecture 
Monday, 11th July 2016
Keynote Speaker – Rabbi Jeremy Rosen 

“Religious Authority and Individualism:  
can they co-exist?” 

Chaired by Rabbi Jeremy Gordon

7.45pm, JW3 at the main hall, Finchley Road, 
NW3 (preceded by mincha at 7.15)

Admission: £12.50 in advance. £15.00 at the door. 
Combined ticket with Sunday afternoon £20.00. 
Tickets soon to be available online at  
www.louisjacobs.org

Jeremy Rosen, a graduate 
of Cambridge University and 
alumnus of the Mir Yeshivah in 
Jerusalem, occupied orthodox 
pulpits in Glasgow and London 
and was Principal of Carmel 
College from 1971 to 1984. From 
1992 to 2007, He was Professor 
and Chairman of the Faculty for 
Comparative Religion in Wilrijk, 
Belgium.  Inspired by his father Kopul Rosen, he has 
always been an outspoken and controversial figure, 
even now in his retirement to New York where he is 
the rabbi of a small Persian congregation.

In 1963 he was on the executive of the IUJF, 
which invited Rabbi Louis Jacobs to become its 
president in protest against the attempts to silence 
his controversial views. He has always expressed 
regret at the way Rabbi Jacobs was excluded from 
the orthodox community. Author of several books 
(including Exploding Myths Jews Believe, Can We 
Talk about Religion and Kopul Rosen), Rabbi Rosen 
is also well known in several countries for his candid 
and well considered weekly email blogs.

Jeremy Rosen



Brunch and Intimate Interview 
Sunday, 10th July 2016
Brunch 11.30 to 2.00 at the Hampstead Garden 
Suburb Central Square Minyan Hall

Rabbi Jeremy Rosen 

“Anglo Jewry: Past and Future?”

This more informal gathering will give Rabbi Rosen the 
opportunity to talk about his father Rabbi Dr. Kopul 
Rosen, Rabbi Dr. Louis Jacobs, and what might have 
been.

This will be an event generously sponsored by a 
supporter of the Friends of Louis Jacobs. Accordingly 
there will be no charge for admission– Advanced 
booking required.

An appeal will be made for funding for the 
continuation of the work of the Friends of Louis 
Jacobs.

Intimate Interview

Blogspot 2.45 to 4.15 also at the Hampstead Garden 
Suburb Central Square Hall

Intimate Interview - Rabbi Jeremy Rosen in 
conversation with Rabbi Naftali Brawer

Rabbi Rosen writes a widely read 
and respected weekly blog. It is 
often courageous, outspoken and 
always thought-provoking, covering 
important and yet often neglected 
subjects. Brunch participants are 
invited to stay but this is a separate 
event and all are welcome whether 
or not they were at the earlier 
session.

Admission: £10.00 in advance; £12.00 at the door.
Combined ticket with Monday night: £20.00. 
Tickets available online at www.louisjacobs.org

Naftali Brawer

Shabbat 9th July 2016 – at NNLS   

To commemorate the 10th Yahrzeit of 
Rabbi Louis Jacobs.
 
The New North London Synagogue  
in conjunction with Friends of Louis Jacobs.org  
present a symposium from 5.30 - 7.30, 
followed by a Seuda Shelishit. 
 
Don’t miss this unique opportunity to hear Rabbis 
Wittenberg and Weiner speak individually and then 
share the platform before opening the proceedings up 
for discussion.

“Authority and the Non-fundamentalist 
Halakhist – If God didn’t exactly say them, 
how do you put across keeping Mitzvot?” 
 
“The Fundamentalist”* holds that all Mitzvoth are 
directly given by God, so they have no doubt that, in 
keeping Mitzvot, they are obeying Gods “spoken” 
instructions. The Masorti/Conservatives see that this 
static view is no longer tenable and creates many 
difficulties for believers who are searching to fathom 
out what is God’s will. Our Rabbis will be expanding 
on Rabbi Jacobs’s views whilst unravelling the tensions 
that confront them, bringing to bear their own 
experience and thoughts. 

*denotes, in our context,“…people who accept the 
Medieval picture in totality. Fundamentalists do not 
acknowledge any notion of development in Judaism 
or that the sources of Judaism have in any way been 
influenced by social and cultural conditions obtaining in 
the periods in which they were produced”. 

Rabbi Jacobs, New London Forum 1983.
 
Mincha 7.30
At 7.55 Launch of a new library section 
devoted to books by Rabbi Jacobs and 
Masorti Rabbis.
Seuda Shelishit 8.00 
Maariv 10.10 
Havdalah 10.20
 
“Round Table Talks” Seuda Shelishit – 
Reading Rabbi Jacobs 
 
Come and hear, Rabbi’s Shoshana Gelfand, Rabbi 
Amanda Golby, Elie Jesner, Ezra Margulies Michael 
Rose, and other NNLS members, comment on passages 
they have extracted from Rabbi Jacobs’s writings that 
particularity appeal to them. It is intended for their texts 
to be pre printed as a souvenir of the event.

Please let us know if you are intending to attend, for 
catering purposes, by emailing ivor@louisjacobs.org


