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To t h e W o r k i n g Womens ' G r o u p .

B e f o r e I t r y t o s a y s o m e t h i n g o n a n o g h e r o c c a s i o n o f r e m i n i s c e n c e s

o f a l a t e r p e r i o d , a w o r d o r t w o a b o u t my own e a r l i e r l i f e w o u l d h e l p

y o u u n d e r s t a n d m e ! When I t o l d L J I was g o i n g t o do t h i s he s a i d

? k n o w i n g y o u , y o u w o n ' t be a b l e t o g i v e a l l y o u r a c o o u n t i n o n e p i e c e

y o u w o n ' t b e a b l e t o c o n d e n s e , e s p e c i a l l y a s y o u i n t e n d t o s t a r t

a t t h e b e g i n n i n g , y o u h a d b e t t e r do i t i n t w o , t o d e a l w i t h t h i s

s i d e o f how I oame t o b e t h i s R a b b i ' s w i f e , a n d p a r t t w o , t h e o t h e r

B i d e o f t h e r e o o r d , a b o u t t h e s y n a g o g u e s we h a v e b e e n a t t a c h e d t o .

N y p a r e n t s w e r d b o r n i n Z h e t e l , L i t h u a n i a . My f a t h e r w a s 1 6

a n d h a d l e a r n t t o b e a c r a f t s m a n i n c a b i n e t m a k i n g . My m o t h e r w a s 1 4

w h e n t h e y a r r i v e d i n I n g l a n d . M y f a t h e r h a d a m o t h e r i n Z h e t e l .

H i s f a t h e r d i e d w h e n he w a z n i n e . My m o t h e r ' s p a r e n t s b o t h d i e d

w h e n s h e w a s f i v e . T h e y h a d a p r o v i s i o n s s h o p a n d t h e i r t w o m a i d s

h e l p e d t o p r e p a r e f o r a m e a l w h i c h t h e y i n c l u d e d , b y a c c i d e n t , f o o d

w h i c h w a s n o t t o b e c o n s u m e d , t a k i n g i t f o r c o o k i n g .

I t h i n k t h o s e a r e t h e r e a s o n s w h y my p a r e n t ' s h o b b y w a s t o d o e v e r y -

t h i n g f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n a n d h e l p a l w a y s t o t h e n e e d y . T h e y m a r r i e d

w h e n m y m o t h e r w a s a l m o s t 1 8 a n d my f a t h e r n o t y e t 2 1 . I m u s t m e n t i m

t h a t m y f a t h e r ' s m o t h e r w a s t h e h o n o r a r y s o l i c i t o r i n t h e l i t t l e t o w n

( b y t h e w a y Z h e t e l i s n o w a l a r g e i n d u s t r i a l c i t y ) e v e r y o n e c a m e t o h e

w i t h t h e i r p r o b l e m s , b e s i d e b e i n g t h e m a i n c a t e r e r ! I a l w a y s t h o u g h t

I c o u l d c a t e r b e c a u s e , i n t h e k i b b u t z , I was t a u g h t t o c o o k a n d s e r v e

f o r a t l e a s t 4 0 a t o n e g o , b u t I f i n a l l y t h i n k a n d l i k e t o t h i n k i t i s

b e c a u s e I t a k e a f t e r m y g r a n d m o t h e r . My f a t h e r h a d a v e r y g o o d v o i c e

a n d s a n g i n h i s s h o o l c h o i r . M y m o t h e r b y c o n i n c i d e n c e , h a d a l o v e l y

v o i c e a n d o f t e n s a n g . T h a t i s p r o b a b l y w h y my b r o t h e r h a d a v o i c e a s

g o o d a s R i c h a r d T a u b e r , a n d my s i s t e r , b e a u t i f u l , a n d w h a t a b o u t me?

M y m o t h e r w i t h t h r e e s m a l l y o u n g c h i l d r e n , m y b r o t h e r 5 , m y s i s t e r

3 a n d t h e b a b y g i r l o f 18 m o n t h s w e n t f o r a h o l i d a y t o my g r a n d m o t h e r

i n Z h e t e l f o r a c o u f l e o f m o n t h s , s u p p o s e d l y . S u d d e n l y w h i l e t h e y w e r e

t h e r e t h e f i r s t w a r b r o k e o u t a n d t h e y c o u l d n o t r e t u r n . T h e y o u n g -

e s t b e c a m e i l l a n d d i e d t h e r e o f w h o o p i n g c o u g h . M y f a t h e r j o i n e d

t h e a r m y h e r e a n d s o my m o t h e r h a d t o m a k e a l i f e f o r h e r s e l f s i n c e

n o c o r r e s p o n d e n c e c o u l d r e a c h e a c h o t h e r . I n 1 9 1 7 T h e R u s s i a n R e v -

o l u t i o n b r o k e o u t a n d i t w a s , u n t i l 1 9 2 1 , s e v e n y e a r s s i n c e t h e y

l e f t E n g l a n d , d i d a J e w i s h R e d C r o s s ( f r o m A m e r i c a ) c o u p l e m l l e d w i t h

a l e t t e r f o r m y m o t h e r f r o m m y f a t h e r . M y s i s t e r t o l d m e , s h e w a s

t o l d , i f y o u p u t a s t o c k i n g u n d e r y o u r p i l l o w y o u d r e a m . So e v e r y

n i g h t s h e w o u l d d o t h i s t o s e e i f s h e c o u l d d r e a m a b o u t h e r f a t h e r .

When t h e y d i d a r r i v e b a c k t o L o n d o n , n o w a g i r l o f n e a r l y e l e v e n

a n d m e t m y f a t h e r , s h e w a s s o s h y s h e W o u l d n o t s i t o n h i s l a p ?
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However,duringthewaryearsmyfatherwasachampionsportsman

andswimmer,shadamotorbike.Herewasmymother,whowasavery

intellectualquestioningperson,returningasaveryreligiouslady.

Thefactisthatbecausetheyhadbeenapartsolong,theywereso
happyforthefamilytobeunited,everythingmymotherwanted,my

fatherdid.Hdreallylookeduptoher.Exactlyoneyearlaterafter

comingbacktoLondon,Iwasborn988mygrandmotherpredictedin
Russia,thatanewdaughterwouldreplacetheother.CanyouimaginehowterriblyspoiltIwasbymyfather.Mymothea\wasverystrict.Iwasafraidofmybigbrotherwhowasfourteenyearsalmostmysenior.ButIadoredmywonderfulsister,oneofthemostlovliestandcaringpersonsthatistotallyexceptionalandthiswasreiteratedbyeveryone

whoknewher.I twasthroughmysisterwhometandmarriedayoung
manshemetatastudygroupMisrachiSummerSchoolandwentboliveinhishometown,Manchester,Ihavetomentionthis,asyouknow,

Nanchesgeristhebeginningoftherealstoryfromtheageof18,

Iwasborni nLymeGrove,alittleouldesacoppositeRichmondRoadsr a r eandnearDevonshireRoadSynagogue.(RabbiLouisRabinowitzlaterO m

C.R.ofS.Afbica}beingit'sRabbi)actuallymyparentswerefounder

membersofRichmondRoads? h yfathermadeandpresentedtheChupah

amongotherthingsforthesynagogue.ManyyearslaterwhenIwentto
visitthesynagogue,IgotsuchathrilltoseeaninscriptiononapanelaroundheladiesgallerywhenIreadtheirnamesandwhatthey

hadpresented.OneofwhichwasthathemadetheChupah.

IwenttoMorningLaneInfantsSchoolattheageoffour.Iwas

takentoshoolassoonasIcouldwalk?toRichmondRoad.Iwas

called"theShoolMadeleh".Inevermissedbecause1hadtocarry

theprayerbookforareligiousladywholivedafewdoorsaway.

HernamewasMrs.Toffel,Icalledher?Mrs.Toffeeapple'asshe
oftenboughtmeoneasareward.Lifeinthislittleclosewas

heaven,plentyofchijdrentophywithanytimeofdayandthere

wasnotraffic.

WhdnIwasalmostfivegI hadatoothoutoneSundayafternoon.

Iwasprettyscared.Myparentstookmetoourdentist,andfortakingi touttheytookmetoteaandpastriestotheresfaurant

nearAldgate,i twascalledIthinkSilberstein's.Whilewewere,

orratherwhileIwasenjoyingmylovelypastry,actuallyIcanseethisrightnowinmymind.Arabbi,ortakentobeone,withalong
beard,cameintotherestaurantandwentaroundthetablescollec-tingmoneyforsomecaurseorother,andwhenhecametoourtable

hesaidtomeaftermyparentstoldhimI'dhadatoothout?and

howmanystringsonyourfather'stzizit?'IdaidquietlytIdon't

know's?YouEnglisher,(orinhisaccent)youAnglisherdonkey,i si tawonderyouhadtohaveatoothout!Maybeforastart.
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u n c o n s c i o u s l y r a b b i s o r m e n w i t h l o n g b e a r d s I b e c a m e a f r a i d o f !

F r o m h e r e we m o v e d t o t h e t h e n much m o r e p r e s t i g i o u s A m h u r s t

R o a d . We h a d a l a r g e t o p f l a t i n a l a r g e h o u s e . I was n e v e r l o n -

e l y . A l w a y s c h i l d r e n r e a d y t o p a a y . I l o v e d s i n g i n g a n d d a n c i n g ,

I r e m e m b e r when I was a r o u n d s e v e n , a f e w o f u s w o u l d h a v e l i t t l e

c o n c e r t s i n t h e g a r d e n s o f e a c h o t h e r . We w o u l d a s k m o t h e r s t o cone

a n d b u y a t i o k e t f o r a d a t o r t h e p e r f o r m a n c e . One m o t h e r c a l l e d

o u t t o me ?Why d o n ' t y o u go o n t h e s t a g e y o u ' l l be good?® a n d

I r e m e m b e r a n s w e r i n g ' I m i g h t s l i p o n a b a n a n a s k i n ! ' a n d e f e r y -

o n e l a u g h e d . When I was s i x my s i s t e r made me a b e a t t i f u l p a r t y

a l l s e t i n t h e g a r d e n . I h a d a n e w d r e s s made b y t h e d r e s s m a k e r ,

i t w a s l i l a o p h i f f o n , k i t t l e s l e e v e s , f i t t e d b o d i c e , a s l i g h t l y

f l a i r e d s k i r t w h i c h h a d s q u e r e s o f c h i f f o n sewn d i a g n a l l y , c a u g h t

a t t h e p o i n t s w i t h t i n y f l o w e r s w h i c h was r e p e a t e d w i t h o n e o n t h e

e d g e c e a f r e o f t h e s l e e v e s . T h e f i r s t g u e s t s a r r i v e d e a r l y , t h e y

w e r e t h e t w o p l u m p L e b e t k i n g i r l s ( f r o m t h e F u r n i t u r e p e o p l e ) who

w e r e w h a t t h e y c a l l e d ? L u n z l e i t ® t h e y came f r o m t h e samé p l a c e

i n L i t h u a n i a , b e s i d e b e i n g v e r y d i s t a n t r e l a t i v e s . W 1 l t h e t w o

g i r l s came i n d r e s s e s t h a t w e r e n o t a s p e r f e c t a s I w o u l d heave

l i k e d , a n d t h e l i t t l e h o r r o r , me, made t h e m g o home a n d c h a n g e

i n t o n i c e d r e s s e s a s I t h o u g h t t h e y w o u l d s p o i l t h e s h o w . A n d

t h e y d i d . T h e y came b a c k w i t h d i f f e r e n t d r e s s e s }

E a c h d a y g o i n g t o s c h o o l , u s i n f a n t s , w o u l d a l l m e e t up o n t h e

w a y . A n d s h o o l ? t h e r e w e r e q u i t e a f e w l i t t l e s h o o l s o r s h t e i b - ?

l u c h t h a t my p a r e n t s t o o k me t o o w h e n we now d i d n o t go t o R i c k ?

m o n d R o a d , i t w a s t o o f a r . My p a r e n t s w e r e m e m b e r s t h e r e u n t i l we

m o v e d r i g h t o u t o f t h e d i s t r i c t some y e a r s l a t e r . T h e r e w a s a
k h e t u b e r s S 0 4 ,

b o y , who u s e d t o come u p t o me i n o n e o f t h e s e s h o o l s a n d s a y

? g o o d s h a b b a s ' a n d I r e m e m b e r b e i n g so s h y . A n o t h e r b o y w h o s e

p a r e n t s h a d a s w e e t s h o p i n S a n d r i n g h a m R o a d k e p t b r i n g i n g me

s w e e t s . I h a t e d h i m , he was f i v e l i k e me, b u t h a d g i n g e r h a i r ,

a n d I h a t e d b o y s w i t h g i n g e r h a i r . T h e o n l y b o y I L i k e d who was

i n my c l a s s , a n d I c a n r e m e m b e r w h e n we m e t w i t h o u r m o t h e r ' s

h e a l w a y s r a i s e d h i s c a p t o m e , a n d I l o v e d h i m . Y e a r s l a t e r w h e n

I w a s i n t h e k i b b u t z , o n e o f t h e h a r v e s t e r s a t t h e K i b b u t z I was

w o r k i n g i n , k n W o r c e s t e r s h i r e d u r i n g t h e l a t t e r p a r t o f t h e w a r ,

came u p t o me a n d s a i d , ' d o n ' t y o u r e n e m b e r m e , I u s e d t o s a y '

g o o d S h a b b a s ' t o y o u , a n d I m e m b e r y o u s i n g i n g a n d d a n c i n g u p a n d

d o w n y o u r f r o n t s t e p s ! T h a t w a s w h e n we w e r e f i v e . We m e t a g a i n

a t t h e N e w L o n d o n t w e n t y f o u r y e a r s l a t e r w h e n h e s o m e t i m e s

came t o a m o n ? S h a b b a t s e r v i c e . I d i d n o t k n o w h i m a g a i n . T h i s

t i m e h e h a d c h a n g e d h i s name a n d w a s a s o l i c i t o r !

A t 7% y e a r s o f a g e we m o v e d t o t h e o t h e r e n d o f A m h u r s t R o a d t o



- 4 -

a n e v e n l a r g e r f l a t w i t h a h u g e ? b e s t r o o m . ' My f a t h e r h a d m a d e

b e a u t i f u l f u r n i t u r e e n d we h a d t o h o u s e i t . A t t h i s e n d o f A m h u r s t

R o a d , some o f t h e ¢ h i l d r e n , s e v e n o f u s , w e r e r e p e d i n b y a n o t h e r

c h i l d t o go t o S h a k l e w e l l L a n e C h e d e r . T h e r e w a s a p r i z e t o t h e

c h i l d who c o u l d b r i n g t h e m o s t new p u p i l s h e r e . We w a r e h e r e j u s t

a s h o r t w h i l e , w h e n s o m e t h i n g h a p p e n e d a t W e l l i n g t o n R o a d C h e d e r

s i m i l a r t o S h a c k l e w e l l L a n e , a n d we s e v e n w e r d h e r d e d o f f t o g o

t h e r e . W e l l i t w a s n e a r e r f o r a s t a r t , t h e y s a i d t h e v o w e l s d i f f ?

e r e n t l y w h i c h a p p e a l l e d t o u s , b u t m o s t l y , i m p o r t a n t l y , t h i s e x o d u s

t o o k p l a c e b e e a u s e a t t h e t o p o f t h e s t r e e t a t t h e m a i n r o a d y o u

c o u l d b u y f o r a h a l f p e n n y a b a k e d p o t a t o e w i t h l o t s o f v i n e g a r o n

i t , o r some r o a s t c h e s t n u t s . T h i s w a s w o n d e r f u l i n t h e w i n t e r . W e d

go a l o n g i n p a c k s , c h i l d r e n d r o p p i n g o f f a t t h e i r s t r e e t c o r n e r s ,

M y s i s t e r w a s s t u d y i n g t o b e a d r e s s d e s i g n e r , a n d w a s a l s o

h a v i n g s i n g i n g l e s s o n s , h a d f r i n d s who w e r e r u n n i n g t h e B u x t o n S t r a h l

C e n t r e i n t h e E a s t E n d . T h e y w e r e t h e R e v . J o s e p h H a l p e r n a n d h i s

f r i e n d , ?who0 B e r s l a t e r m a r r i e d , a t w h i c h I w a s b r é d e s m a i d a t t h e

a g e o f n i n e . T h e C h i e f R a b b i H e r t z m a r r i e d t h e m a t D u k e s P l a c e

S h o o l , M y s i s t e r h e l p e d t h e m r u n t h i s c e n t r e , a n d a l w a y s t o o k

me a l e n g i n t h e w i n t e r . T h e y m e t w h e n S h a b b a t w a s o u t . T h e y w e r e

p o o r c h i l d r e n a n d my s i s t e r u s e d t o b u y c a n d l e s , d e l i v e r t h e m t o

t h e i r h o m e s o n T h u r s d a y e v e n i n g s a n d b o u g h t b o x e s o f S h a r p e s E a t e n

T o f f e e s , a n d I ' d h e l p h e r p u t t h e m i n t o b a g s , w h i c h s h e w o u l d d i s ?

t r i b u t e o n S a t u r d a y e v e n i n g . T h i s a l l c a m e o u t o f h e r w e e k l y w a g e .

Some S a t u r d a y e v e n i n g s p a r e n t s w o u l d b e i n y i t e d a l s o a n d s h e w o u l d

s i n g i n E n g l i s h , Y i d d i s h a l i t t l e R u s s i a n a n d G e r m a n s o n g s . I u s e d

t o f e e l s o p r o u d w h e n e v e r y o n e c l a p p e d h e r . I n f a c t t h e f i r s t t i m e

I w a s s o t a k e n a n d c o m p l e t e l y l o s t i n h e r s i n g i n g , , s h e t o l d me a f t e ~

w a r d sI h a d my m o u t h o p e n w h i l e h e s a n g a n d how s i l l y I l o o k e d . Wel

s i n c e t h a t e a r l y a g e I ' v e l e a r n t n e v e r : k e e p m y m o u t h o p e n

» i n f a c t w h e n I h a v e a c o l d I f i n d i t d i f f é o c u l t t o b r e a t h e b h r o u g h

m y m o u t h . L a t e r w h e n we m o v e d t o L e y t a n s t o n e m y s i s t e r h a d a b r i l l

i a n t i d e a . S h e w a n t e d e a c h S u n d a y t o h a v e s i x c h i l d r e n v i s i t u s ,

t h e y c o u l d a r r i v e a n d h a v e a l i t t l e r e f r e s h m e n tf e t a k e n t o T h e

F o r e s t , we l i v e d l i t e r a r y 2 m i n u t e s f r o m E p p i n g F o r e s t r e ?

t u r n f o r l u n c h . T h e n a g a i n t o t h e f o r e s t a n d l a t e ? t o r e t u r n t o

t h e i r h o m e s . A c o u p l e o f t h e o l d e r c h i l d r e n w e r e a p p o i n t e d p r e f e o t s

t o b r i n g t h e m . W e l l t h e y a r r i v e d , t h e r e w e r e n o t 6 b u t 1 8 3 A n d

t h a t w a s e a c h t i m d . A p p a r e n t l y t h e s i s t e r s a n d b r o t h e r s c r i e d

t h e y w a n t e d t o come t o , a n d t h e y c o u l d n o t b e s e p a r a t e d . T h i s w e n t

o n f o r f i v e w e e k s . O n t h e 6 t h w e e k , t w o o f t h e b o y s d i s a p p e a r e d . . .

We h a d t w o s h o p s o n t h e m a i n r o a d , o n e w i t h h u g e a c c o m o d a t i o n f o r uw
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u p s t a i r s . A n d t h e o t h e r t h e w h o l e a c c o m o d a t i o n w i t h t h e e x t e p t i o n o f

t h e s m a l l e s t a t e a g e n t i n t h e f r o n t a t t h e s e c o n d s h o p . T h e s e two

b o y s w e r e f o u n d f i g h t i n g , a f t e r m a k i n g t h e i r w a y , w h i o n W a g o u t !

o f b o u n d s , d a m a g i n g q u i t e a b i t o f f u r n i t u r e . W e l l t h a t w a s t h e

l a s t . M y f a t h e r a n d b r o t h e r w e r e v e r y a n g r y a n d t h r o u g h t h i s @ i -

s o d e b r o u g h t t h e o u t i n g s t o a c l o s e . A f e w m o n t h s l a t e r w h e n m y

s i s t e r w a s t o b e m a r r i e d t h e y h a d c o l l e c t e d f a y t h i n g s w h i c h came t o

6 d . f o r a w e d d i n g @ i f t , T h e y a l l c r i e d w h e n a s t h e y wml led h e r

? t h e a n g e l ' l e f t . M a l k e h m y s i s t e r l i v e d i n S h a r s t o n w h e n s h e

f i r s t m a r r i e d . H e r h u s b a n d w a s c o m m u n a l l y a c t i v e , a n d a t t h e

R e m e m b e r a n c e A n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e f i r s t w o r l d w a r , s h e w a s a s k e d t o

g i v e a s p e e c h a n d t o p r e s e n t t h e f l a g t o some V I P . I w a s o n l y

e l e v e n a n d I r e m e m b e r h e r , w e a r i n g a@ n e w b l u e o u t f i t s h e m a d e

h e r s e l f , l o o k i n g a t h e r , t h r o u g h t h e r a i l i n g s w i t h l o t s o f o t h e r

p e o p l e l o o k i n g t o o , a n d h e a r i n g wom@n s a y i n g ? i s n ' t s h e l o v e y .

She m a d e a l l h e r c l o t h e s . E a c h y e a r s h e a n d Y a n k h e r h u s b a n d

w e r e i n v i t e d t o e v e n i n g g a r d e n p a r t i e s o f S i r E a r n e s t a n d L a d y

S i m o n who l i v e d n e a r , i n W y t h e n s h a w e . A g a i n s h e made h e r d r e s s e s .

L a d y S i m o n f i r s t c a l l e d o n a W e d n e s d a y a f t e r n o o n u n e x p e c t e d l y ?

a n d my s i s _ t e r w a s p r e p a r i n g some h e r r i n g s . She h a d a t a s t e a n d

l i k e d i t so m u c h , s h e w o u l d l o f t e n c a l l i n o n A W e d n e s d a y f o r m o r e }

I w a s e n y e a r s o f a g e w h e n we m o v e d t o L e y t o n s t o n e w h e r e m y f a -

t h e r a n d b r o t h e r f o u n d a f a c t o r y a n d s h o p . M y f a t h e r i n c h a r g e o f g h e

m a n u f a c t u r i n g a n d m y b r o t h e r t h e s e l l i n g , H e r e I w a s v e r y l o n e l y .

H a r d l y a n y J e w s , I h a d n o f r i e n d s . I w e n t t o a c o u p l e o f J e w i s h

c l u b s i n T h e E a s t E n d a n d F o r e s t G a t e , b u t I d i d n o t c a r e f o r t h e

c o m p a n y , n e i t h e r d i d m y m o t h e r . F o r a t i m e o n s u m m e r S u n d a y s we a n d

t h e f a m i l y w o u l d m e e t u p a t t h e s e a s i d e a n d h a v e a w o n d e r f f l l d a y ,

c h a n g i n g o u r c l o t h e s a t t h e b a c k o f t h e c a r i n t o o u r s w h m m i n g

c o s t u m e s a n d h a v i n g l o w l y p i c n i c s . B u t w h e n my b r o t h e r a n d w i f e

h a d t h e i r f i r s t c h i l d , i t c o i n c i d e d w i t h my n o w l o t s o f h o m e w o r k

a n d t h e y d i d n o t o c c u r a n y m o r e . I w a s o n my o w n so m u c h . D u r i n g

t h e w e e k i t w a s f i n e . S h a b b a t t o o , m y s i s t e r - i n - l a w s f a m i l y c a m e .

My s i s t e r n o w w a s l i v i n g i n M a n c h e s t e r . S u n d a y s w e r e so l o n e l y .

M y p a r e n t s w e n t t h e i r w a y s . M y f a t h e r t o t h e T u r k i s h b a t h s i n

t h e E a s t E n d a n d m y m o t h e r w e n t t o a c o u p l e o f l e c t u r e s . T h e n t h e y ,

e s p e c i a l l y my f a t h e r w o u l d come home l a d e n w i t h l o v e l y t h i n g s t o e a t

f r o m t h e E a s t E n d a n d I ' d b e g i v e n a f e a s t . B e c a u s e my g a t h e r w a s

s e p a r a t e d f r o m m y m o t h e r i n t h e w a r y e a r s , h e n e v e r l i k e d t o b e i n

t h e h o u s e i f he w e r e n o t o c c u p i e d , w i t h o u t h e r b e i n g t h e r e . I f i n d

I do n o t l i k e t o b e i n t h e h o u s e a t t h e w e e k e n d w i t h L J o u t . A n d t h a t
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i s w h y I come t o s h o o l on S a t u r d a y n i g h t s ! I w m e m b e r w h a t i t w a s l i k e

how l o n e l y I w a s a s a g i r l . , , H o l i d a y s o f c o u r s e w i t h t h e f a m i l y , l o t s

o f v i s i t s ( a n d s t a y s ) t o my s i s t e r , b u t o t h e r w i s e . . . . e t h e o l d e r I g e t

» t h e m o r e I l o v e c o n t a h o t !

I l o v e d m u s i o , i t b e o a m e my l i f e . A p a r t f r o m s i n g i n g a n d p i a n o

l e s s o n e , I , a s d i d a f e w h u n d r e d c h i l d r e n i n t h e a r e a , d i d a m u s i c a l

s c r a p b o o k . Two w e n t i n t o t h e E a s t L o n d o n E x h i b i t i o n . A n d m i n e w a s

o n e . I w e n t i n f o r t w o E i s t e d f o r d s . R o s i n a B u c k m a n t h e t h e n o p e r a

s i n g e r a d j u d i c a t e d o n e a n d I came t h i r d . A s I d i d f l o r t h e n e x t .

A t a n o t h e r . The N u s i c Magaz ine s p o n s o r e d a w r i t t e n t e s t . I ame

t i e . S o i n s t e a d o f t h e c u p , I was g i v e n l o t s o f c o n c e r t t i c k e t s .

Some t e a c h e r s w o u l d j o i n and t a k e me. The f i r s t one was a t t h e

Wigmore H a l l , a n d P h y l l i s S e l l i c k was p l a y i n g h e r f i r s t c o n c e r t .

I s a n g f r o m t h e M e s s i a h e a c h y e a r a t s c h o o l a n d d o n ' t t e l l a n y o n e ,

I w a s i n t h e N a t i v i t y p l a y . I w a s t h e b u t l e r b r i n g i n g i n t h e b o a r s

h e a d . S i n g i n g ?The b o a r s h e a d i n h a n d t e a r I b e d e c k e d w i t h b a s e a n d

r o s e m a r i e a n d I p r a y y o u my m a s t e r s b e m e r r y , Q u o f t e s .  C o n v i v i o . .

w h i c h I d i d n o t u n d e r s t a n d . So i t d i d n o t m a t t e r . I l o v e d t h e c a r o l s ?

m y m o t h e r s a i d I c o u l d go i n t o c a r o l s , a n d w h e n e v e r t h e y s a n g t h e

w r o n g w o r d , I c o u l d l a i t ! A t t h e s e f e s t i v i t i e s T h e M a y o r a n d

M a y o r e s s w o u l d come w i t h t h e o r g a n i s o r o f t h e s c h o o l s y e a r l y c o n c e r t

a t t h e A l b e r t H a l l i n K e n s i n g t o n , a n d o u t o f a l l t h e s c h o o l s t e k i n g

p a r t , h e a l w a y s w a n t e d me t o s i n g s o l o . B u t I c o u l d n o t b e a a u s e o f

S h a b b a t . I w a s s o u p s e t . I t w a s a l o n g w a l k t o K e n s i n g t o n !

We a l s o l i k e m a n y s c h o o l s h a d l e s s o n s f r o m t h r a d i o , a n d o n f o u r

o c c a s i o n s t h e m u s i c t h a t I c o m p o s e d w a s s e n t i n h d p l a y e d o n t h e

Y a d i o . I r e c e i v e d a l e t t t e r f r o m T h o m a s A r m s t r o n g ( l a t e r S i r )

t e l l i n g me I s e n t i n g o o d p i e c e s ! I h a v e t h e l e t t e r s t i l l w i t h m e .

T h e n a f e w o f u s , w e l l t h r e e o f t h e s c h o o l m i s t r e s s e s e a c h y e a r h a d

t i c k e t s f o r t h e M e z s i a h a t S t . P a u l ' s . T h e h e a d m i s t r e s s c a l l e d me

t o h e r r o o m t h e f i r s t t i m e , she s a i d I ' d b e e n c h o s e n t o g o a n d m a y 1 ?

So s h e s e n t me home t o a s k m y r e l i g i o u s m o t h e r i f I c o u l d , T h a n k G o d

s h e w a s n o t a t h o m e . I h a d a b r i l l i a n t i d e a , I ' d r i n g o u r g o o d f r i e n d

R e v . J o s e p h H a l p e r n , a n d I a s k e d h i m c o u l d I g 0 ? a n d h e a c t u a l l y s a i d

? y e s ? , b u t w h e n t h e y k n e l t i n p g a y e r I s h o u l d r e m a i n s i t t i n g . I w a s

p o s i t i v e l y t h r i l l e d , a n d w a s i n v i t e d f o r t h r e e y e a r s r u n n i n g . 1 4 1 5

a n d 1 6 y e a r s o f a g e . I m n g my h e a r t o u t a t c o n c e r t s a t s c h o o l ,

a n d h a v i n g l o t s o f s i g g i n g l e s s o n s a t t h e a c a d e m y a n d l a t e r a p r i v a t e

t e a c h e r . O n e d a y w a l k i n g p a s s e d t h e c h u r c h o f S t . J o h n ' s , w h i c h w a s

a l m o s t o p p o s i t e w h e r e we l i v e d a n d w t h e v i c a r w a s p a s s i n g my f r i e n d

a n d I who s a w h i m d r o p h i s w a l k i n g s t i c k b o t h d a s h e d t o p i c k i t u p .

I g o t t h e f e f i r s t . He s a i d ' B l e s s y o u my c h i l d ? T h a t i s t h e f i r s t

v i c a r s t o r y . W e l l w i t h a l l t h i s s i n g i n g I w a s c a l l e d ' t h e g i r l w i t h

t h e g o l d e n v o i c e ' . M y w h o l e f i f e was t o go o n t h e s a g e a n d b e a c o n -


